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Jesus would not fit in among many of the television and internet preachers 

of our day. The prelude to Jesus ministry and message was not a pursuit of 

health, wealth, and prosperity, but the reality of suffering and a message of 

repentance.  

The stage is set for Jesus’ ministry in [vs. 14]. John’s ministry of repentance, 

calling for righteousness, clashed with the political powers of his day and 

eventually led to his imprisonment and his death. What is interesting here in 

vs. 14 is that the literal rendering of this verse is that John “had been 

handed over” (paradidomi). This is the same term later used of Christ when 

Judas betrayed Him, and “He was handed over.” Or when the chief priests 

handed Jesus over to Pilate and Pilate in turn handed him over to be 

crucified. Mark uses this term 11 times in reference to the passion of Christ. 

It begs the question: “Whose hand is really behind this?”
1
 Is it simply the 

“result of wicked human schemes or is it part of some divine plan?  

Mark wants us to see that all of these events are part of the growing plot 

that will climax in Jesus proclamation of the “gospel of God” in vs. 14. God is 

the author of this great redemptive drama. God is the one who sets the 

stage. God is the one who directs the affairs of heaven and earth. His hand 

is ultimately behind those who hand over John and Jesus (and later the 

disciples). The good news is that the Kingdom of God is coming in the 

person of Jesus Christ and through His suffering and triumph. How 

encouraging this must have been to Mark’s readers; probably the same 

audience as Peter’s who were enduring Nero’s persecution. They (and we) 

can look beyond our clash with darkness and know that the mysterious but 

sovereign hand of God is working out His redemptive plan.  

Mark summarizes Jesus’ message in [vs. 15]. Jesus comes announcing the 

kingdom of God which necessitates/demands a call to repent and believe in 
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the Gospel. Then as we will see in the following verses, this call to repent 

and believe issues a call to discipleship in which all of life is brought under 

the rule of God.  

The Announcement: “The kingdom of God is at hand!”  

When Jesus says that “the time is fulfilled,” he does not use the Grk. Word 

chronos, for simple chronological time. Rather He uses the word kairos, 

“which refers to a particular moment in time that is so significant, it defines 

everything that comes after it.”
2
 Jesus is not just speaking about something 

that is historical but historic. The coming of the kingdom of God is historic in 

its impact and the time for its coming has been fulfilled.  

This word “filled” comes from “pleroma” which means super full. IF you ask 

me to fill your glass with water you expect me to it until the water is about 

an inch from the top and then stop—that is not pleroma. But when my 

daughter Hannah asks me to fill her glass, I like to fill it until I can see the 

water above the brim of the glass—that’s pleroma—no room for margin 

left. Jesus is saying that there is no more margin of time left—this is the 

historic moment in which God’s kingdom has come; it’s at hand because the 

Kingdom’s King, in all of His perfect righteousness, stands before them.  

Some translations say the kingdom of God is near—in the sense that it is 

nearby. The kingdom of God, this display of God’s rule and reign, is right 

before them in the person of Jesus Christ.  

But just what is the kingdom of God? The kingdom of God is the rule of 

God. It is the dynamic reign and kingly rule of God which has infiltrated this 

human realm through the gospel. In other words, when people respond to 

the gospel in repentance and faith, Christ exercises His lordship and the 

Spirit manifests His power in such a way that we begin to see the evidence 

of God’s ways transforming one’s life.  Paul said in Rom 14:17 that the 

Kingdom is displayed in “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

One of the primary ways we see the kingdom of God advancing today is 

through a believer’s growing dominion over sin as he walks by the Spirit.  
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While there is a future aspect to God’s kingdom that we have not yet 

experienced, His rule is manifested as Christ reigns in the lives of His 

followers today. I love being around people who have a kingdom 

perspective. They live for higher purposes than earthly comforts. They are 

energized by the joy of loving, serving and giving to the point of sacrifice; 

Their passion is world-wide and their delight in God is better than life itself.  

Throughout the gospel of Mark we are going to see the righteous ways of 

the Kingdom displayed in the life of Jesus and witness the power of the 

kingdom as He conquers demons, heals diseases, and triumphs over sin.  

When Jesus announces the kingdom of God, that the rule of God is in their 

midst, it carries the weight of an absolute demand for submission.
3
 It brings 

men and women to a moment of crisis. Our English word crisis is a 

transliteration of the Grk word krisis, which means judgment. The gospel of 

the kingdom is a two-edged sword. Those who welcome God’s rule, receive 

eternal life. Those who don’t, pass into eternal judgment. You can’t have it 

both ways; either you bow to Christ or you rebel against Him. In essence 

Jesus is saying, “the kingdom is here but you are not ready for His rule; you 

must repent and believe!”
4
  

The Call to Repent 

If Jesus were preaching in America today, His message would be the same: 

Repent! He sees our affair with materialism and sensuality. He sees our 

independence and utter determination to run our own lives. He would plead 

with us to forsake the devastation of our idolatry and addictions; He would 

call us to forsake our bitter thoughts and hurtful words; to abandon our 

gossip and lying; to repent of our hard heartedness that has destroyed our 

relationships. And how would we respond? How are we responding even as 

His word resounds to us today?  

Many of us today have settled into a “nice” Christian lifestyle, a church 

subculture, and have grown inoculated to Jesus message as if is just a 
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message for unbelievers. Repentance is not just an event that happens 

when you turn to follow Christ. It’s not just the forsaking of gross sins. 

Repentance is a complete change of direction for all of life. It is a transfer of 

allegiance to Jesus as Lord of our life rather than self as our master.  

The question we must ask ourselves today is not just, “What habits or 

attitudes do I need to surrender to Christ?” We must also ask, “who is 

leading my life; who am I living to please; who is setting the direction and 

priorities of my life?” The call to repentance is unpopular but absolutely 

necessary. It may seem costly yet it is the key that unlocks the passageway 

to infinite joy. Without repentance, the seed of faith lies dormant and will not bear fruit.  

The Call to Believe 

The aim of Jesus’ message is for us to “believe in the gospel” [vs. 15].  

How is it that when we look around us today we find so many people who 

profess to believe but don’t seem to possess the life and power of the 

Spirit? They believe there is a God but they don’t know Him or delight in 

Him. They affirm that Christ died for their sins and was raised to life, but 

their lives are not defined by the gospel; Christians who don’t live Christ-

focused, Scripture-nourished lives. They claim that Christ is King, but they 

live according to the kingdom of self/world.  

I believe it is because they have been given a splintered gospel. They have 

been called to believe but not called to repent. Yet according to Jesus, 

repentance is the first step of saving-faith.  

Mental assent (accepting the facts of the gospel) – repentance = religiosity   

 Repentance + Trust in Christ = righteousness  

 

If repentance is absent, faith is fraudulent. This is why James 2 says that 

faith without works is dead. Saving faith works. Genuine faith produces a 

changed life because true faith repents. And true repentance believes. You 

can’t have citizenship in one kingdom without forsaking your citizenship in 

the other.  



Kent Hughes said it this way, “Belief is all that is necessary to become a 

Christian, but it must be a belief that changes the life.” Hughes is talking 

about a faith that bears the fruit of repentance in one’s life. He goes on to 

say, “If you say you believe, but there are no substantial changes in your life, 

you had better consider carefully whether you truly believe.”
5
 Jesus and the 

apostles never called someone to believe without calling them to repent. 

Repent of what? Not just some individual sins, but a willingness to give up 

trusting in oneself, to allow God to take control.
6
 

How about you? Have you relinquished the right of ownership of your life to 

Christ? Is there an ongoing spirit of repentance in your heart and life just as 

there needs to be ongoing faith? You must choose between the kingdom of 

self (which takes delight in this world) or you must choose the kingdom of 

God (which takes delight in Christ). But before you choose, make sure you 

know the implications of your choice. If you choose to refuse the rule and 

reign of God through the gospel, your life will be one of rebellion against 

God. But if you repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you choose a life 

of discipleship.  

The Call to Discipleship 

Discipleship is not a program or a 9-week Bible Study. Discipleship is a way 

of life in the way of the Master. Discipleship is the life-long, progressive, 

pursuit of knowing, following, and imitating Jesus in all of life (attitudes, 

behaviors, choices, priorities, relationships, possessions, etc.) Perhaps the 

most graphic illustration of true discipleship is found in vs. 16-20. Simon, 

Andrew, James and John exchanged their self-made way of life to follow 

Jesus. [16-20]  

Let me point out three observations: 

1. They left one way of life for a new way of life which was determined 

by the leadership of Jesus—“Follow Me.” This is a big-picture view 
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of what repentance is. A change of allegiance from self to Jesus 

exchanging our self-made lives for a life of discipleship.  

2. They were in a position of dependence on Jesus. They had to now 

look to Jesus for their provision rather than trusting in their own 

resources. Believing in the gospel is a life of dependent trust in 

Christ—at every level.  

3. Jesus gave them a new purpose for their lives. [vs. 17]. It’s not as if 

they would never go fishing again. But now they had God-sized 

purpose of joining Christ in His mission of bringing the good news of 

the gospel to the world.  

This is the way of discipleship: 

� Repentance—turning from our self-driven, independent, life of sin 

to follow Christ in all of life.  

� Faith—not only trusting in the death and resurrection of Christ as 

the covering for our sin, but trusting Him in all of life with 

dependence and delight.  

� Kingdom Living—discovering the joy of living according to God’s 

kingdom ways for God’s greater, eternal purposes. Being a disciple 

means discovering that the pleasure of living for His pleasure is so 

satisfying and rewarding that we want to share the riches of His love 

and grace with others that they too might delight themselves in the 

Lord and make much of His glory.  

 

The Kingdom of God is upon us and you have a critical choice to make. The 

rule of God will be eternally against you unless you repent and believe in 

the Gospel. If you choose to follow Christ as His disciple, you will endure 

some suffering, but your final destination will be infinite and eternal joy.  

 

Communion:  

Bread: Acts 3:19—“Repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped 

away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 

the Lord.” 

Cup: John 8:12—“I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me shall not 

walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.” 


